THE PRE-MONK DAYS                63
It is also clear that this Dhanna in the initial
stages of his life, was of some help to the boy in
directing his inborn trend of mind towards things
spiritual and in inspiring him with a quest for higher
things when the boy needed such inspiration.
Swami Rama, a little before his death, had the
courtesy to send a letter (through me) to Dhanna, and
asked me to offer him a paltry amount as he had no
one to support him and had grown then very old.
He still remembered him, a few days before his
death.
Of Swami Rama's early life there is hardly much to
be recorded. He was born at the village of Muraliwala
a village in the district of Gujranwala, Punjab, in
1873. His mother passed away when he was
but a few days old, and he was brought up by his
elder brother, Goswami Guru Das, and his old aunt.
As a child he was very fond of the sound of the
conchshell. He was a gloomy sort of child, fond of
solitude. He would ask his teacher to give him
leave for a little while to go to the temple to hear
sacred recitations and offer that much from the
time of his meals instead. He revered his Moslem
village teacher like a devoted pupil. Once he asked
his father to give his milch-buffalo to the Maulvi,
as he gave so much higher food to his little son.
After finishing his village school education,
the boy was admitted to the Gujranwala High
School for his Matriculation studies. It was here
that he was brought in close contact with that
uncanny sort of person, Dhanna Mai, whom the boy